NIZAM ALI KHAN BAHADUR
1763 to 1805.

NIZAM ALI KHAN BAHADUR,   who ascended the throne in 1763,
continued to rule for, over 40   years   during the most eventful
:           period in the history of India.   He entered upon no undisputed

inheritance and during far from quiet times.   Foremost among his com-
petitors for supremacy and possession of the Deccan were the Mahrattas.

Almost his first act on succeeding to power was to invade the
Carnatic which he ravaged in 1765, exercising along the course a measure
of cruelty far beyond what was necessary for his purpose, but he retired on
the approach of a British force under Robert Clive. However, the Company's
Government was anxious to be on good terms with him from a desire to
obtain his concurrence to their retention of the maritime district known as
the Northern Circars, formerly possessed by the French but now occupied
t>y the British who had fortified their right by a Farman of the Emperor of
Delhi.

In November 1766 a treaty was concluded by which, on condition of a
grant of the Circars, the Company's Government agreed to furnish the
Nizam with a subsidiary force when required and to pay nine lakhs of rupees
a year when the assistance of their troops was not required. The Nizam, on
his part, promised to assist the British Government with his troops. There
were other stipulations and among them one reserving the life-right of
Basalat Jung, a brother of Nizam Ali Khan, in one of the Circars, subject to
his good behaviour. The aid of the British troops was afforded as provided
by the treaty to enable the Nizam to proceed against Hyder Ali of Mysore
then rapidly rising into power. But after a good deal of vascillation,
Nizam Ali Khan preferred to unite with that adventurer against the British.
The Allies were, however, not prosperous, as the Nizam was defeated by
Colonel Smith and compelled to sue for peace, which was concluded by a
new treaty in 1768. By the sixth article of this treaty, the East India
Company and the Nawab of the Carnatic, who was a party to the treaty, were
to he 'always ready to send two battalions of sepoys, and six pieces of
artillery manned by Europeans whenever the Nizam should require them,
and the situation of affairs would allow of such assistance being rendered,
the Nizam paying the expenses during the time such force should be
employed in his service.
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